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time, the fear of a British advance into Turkestan
created a scare along the Russo-Afghan border.
Afghanistan, placed thus between the two imperial
rivals, had to bear blows from either side. There is
an Indian proverb, "When great kings go to war,
it is the poor grass that is trodden under foot!"
The author of the memorandum, from which I
have drawn my information, rightly sums up the
present position by saying that in this post-war
world of ours, with its entirely new alignment of
European forces, and with Soviet Russia more eager
than any other Power to give guarantees of peace,
these "old, unhappy, far-off things, and battles long
ago," are strangely remote and out of date. "The
present century," he writes, "is separated from the
last by a much wider span than can be measured
by the mere passage of the years. The internal
structure of Western communities has undergone a
radical transformation, and the same is obviously
true of their foreign relations also. Resistance to
the new ideas, concerning the place of war in
politics, has been more successful in some countries
than in others, but it is true at least of democratically
governed countries, that our people now live in a
climate of opinion which leads them to expect from
their Governments conformity with standards of
national conduct which, in the nineteenth century,
were only contemplated as an unrealized, and per-
haps unrealizable, ideal. They have renounced the use
of war as an instrument of national pohcy"
It is easy now to look back on this old-world